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Key Questions 

 
Who? 
The Congress of Aboriginal Peoples is the national voice representing the interests of Métis, status 
and non-status Indians, and Southern Inuit Indigenous People living off-reserve.  In Canada today, 
over 70% of Indigenous people live off-reserve. 
 
What?  
The Congress of Aboriginal Peoples filed a formal legal petition to the United Nations Human Rights 
Committee against the current Canadian federal government led by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.  
The legal complaint makes the case that the Canadian government is discriminating against 
Canada’s off-reserve Indigenous peoples based on the racist colonial stereotype that they are less 
Indigenous than their reserve-based counterparts, and that federal government programs and 
policy fail to meet the needs of off-reserve Indigenous people – particularly in urban centres   
When?  
The legal action was filed after full endorsement of the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples leadership. 
 
Why? 
At the core of the UN legal action is the fact that the Trudeau government denies rights to CAP and 
its constituents, Canada’s off-reserve Indigenous peoples.  This was done by failing to involve them 
adequately, or at all, in consultation or negotiations about self-government, land claims, healthcare, 
education, infrastructure, or natural resources.  
 
What is the Legal Basis? 
Canada, under the Trudeau government, has implemented what they call “a distinctions-based 
approach” towards Indigenous policy-making.  This has been in place since approximately 2016. As 
part of this policy, Canada has chosen only to engage in consultation and negotiation with three 
“recognized” groups, none of whom represent the interests or voices of all off-reserve Indigenous 
peoples. 
 
Why else does this matter? 
A large majority of Canada’s Indigenous people, and a majority of status Indians, live off-reserve 
and still face widespread discrimination and racism in justice, health care, and many other areas.   
 

 


