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Looking Out For 
Each Other 
A Project Update – March 2018 
 
Meeting of the Advisory Circle 
 
The Leadership Team would like to thank all 
partners who attended the February 6th Advisory 
Meeting in Fredericton, New Brunswick. We 
would also like to give a special thanks to Della 
Brown, Albert Martin and Warren Brown for the 
opening ceremony. 
 
Advisory members offered a wide range of 
guidance on topics including: 

•   Organization of Sharing Circles 
•   Government of New Brunswick’s 

separate role in the National Inquiry on 
MMIW 

•   Role of the Family Officer of the Family 
Information Liaison Unit (FILU)  

•   Implementing a helpline navigation 
service in Indigenous organizations 

•   Cultural competency training for police, 
journalist and lawyers 

•   Developing cultural supports for the 
project 

•   Risk Assessment protocols within Police 
forces   

•   Building relationships in Quebec 
 

Remembering Sharlene Paul 
 
It is with great sadness that we announce the 
passing of Sharlene Paul of Tobique First 
Nation, NB on December 26th, 2017. Sharlene 
was a key figure in the onset of the Looking Out 
For Each Other project. She was a member of 
the Indigenous Women of the Wolustukyik and 
Mi’kmaq Territory, National Native Women's 
Association of Canada, a spiritual advisor and an 
Elder in the community. This project would not 
have been possible without Sharlene’s passion 
and hard work as she helped spearhead and 
conceptualize our ideas. We will continue to 

work in memory of Sharlene. We extend our 
most heartfelt condolences to her family and 
friends.  
 

 
 

 
Catherine Martin Appointed to 
the Order of Canada  
 
LOFEO would like to congratulate Catherine 
Martin on the honour of being appointed to the 
Order of Canada. Catherine was one of four 
Nova Scotians who were appointed in December 
2017. She was recognized for her award-
winning documentaries and for her commitment 
to promoting education among the members of 
the Mi’kmaq, Maliseet, Innu and Inuit 
communities—particularly women and youth. 
Catherine has been kindly offering her expertise 
in the project. We greatly appreciate her 
guidance. Congratulations Catherine! 
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Upcoming Academic meeting 
May 9th-10th, 2018 
 
The second meeting of the Academic and 
Advisory Circles will take place on May 9th and 
May 10th in Fredericton, New Brunswick. We 
ask that you reserve these dates and to contact 
law-lofeo@unb.ca to confirm your attendance or 
any scheduling conflicts. There will be an email 
update in the upcoming weeks with further 
details.  
 
 

 
Sharing Circles for families, 
friends, and communities of 
Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women 

 
Your Role in a Sharing Circle 
 
We are seeking your help. Please come and sit 
down with us. Share your wisdom.  
 
You can be involved in various ways: 
 

(a)   As an individual 
(b)  As an organization 
(c)   As a resource/support person 

 
 
 

(A)  As an Individual 
 

You have ideas about how to make things better 
for families and friends when someone goes 
missing.  
 
You are knowledgeable about your community, 
your culture and your history. 
 
You may have experienced violence or know of 
people in your family or community who 
experienced violence. 
 
You may even have had an experience with 
someone who has gone missing or has been  
murdered in your family or community. 
 
You are INVITED! 
 
We would like you to share your story one-on-
one or in a group as part of a sharing circle. You 
can share: 

q   Your experience interacting with police 
and the media 

q   Your experience navigating the justice 
system 

q   How the police responded to your 
situation 

q   If you experienced violence or 
victimization  

q   If you experienced barriers or gaps in 
services 

q   What services you feel are necessary or 
you would have liked made available to 
you 
	  

 
(B)  As an Organization 
 

q   You can offer to hold a sharing circle in 
your respective region/zone 

q   You may provide or direct us to 
resources 

q   You can tell us about your capacity to 
host a sharing circle  

q   Connect us with community members to 
participate in a sharing circle (Elders 
and facilitators) 
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(C)  As a Resource/Support person 

 
•   Suggest culturally appropriate resources 

for families, friends, researchers and 
professional responders involved in the 
sharing circles 

•   Be a support person during a sharing 
circle 

•   Offer support after a sharing circle 
 
All inquiries can be expressed to Michelle 
Perley at lofeo@nbapc.org 
 
 
LOFEO SPOTLIGHT: 
Université du Québec à 
Montreal (UQAM) 
 
The UQAM has been committed to 
collaborate on the LOFEO project since 
April of 2017. The UQAM’s partnering 
academics bring a broad range of expertise 
and experience on international legal 
instruments and processes including 
UNDRIP. Currently, the UQAM team has 
established a partnership with the Femmes 
Autochtone du Québec (Quebec Native 
Women) and Native Women’s Shelter of 
Montreal. The researchers are currently 
exploring the uniqueness of cases involving 
missing and murdered Indigenous in the 
urban context of Montreal. They also have a 
team of students who are working in the 
UQAM’s Clinic for the Defence of Human 
Rights. This semester the team of students 
will be working on a project with reference 
to the provinces inquiry into the 
mistreatment of Indigenous people in 
Quebec.  
 
 
 
 

 

Mirja Trilsch is a professor at the Department of 
Law at the University of Quebec in Montreal 
(UQAM) where she teaches Constitutional Law 
and International Human Rights Law. Since 2011, 
she is also Director of UQAM’s International 
Clinic for the Defence of Human Rights. Her 
research focuses broadly on the issue of social 
justice under both Constitutional and International 
Human Rights Law, and she has published on the 
enforcement of Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights in several jurisdictions. Before joining 
UQAM, first as a lecturer and then as a professor, 
she taught at the University of Düsseldorf and 
worked at the International Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia. She is a co-researcher on 
the LOFEO project 

 

 
 
Doris Farget holds a PhD in Law from the 
University of Montreal and from University of 
Aix-Marseille (France). After completing two 
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postdoctoral trainings, including one at the 
Department of Anthropology at McGill 
University, she is now a professor at the 
Department of Law at the University of Quebec 
in Montreal. She teaches Canadian law and 
indigenous issues to students of the Law 
Department and from various social science 
disciplines. In addition to being a co-researcher 
for LOFEO project, she works on the notion of 
collective property as employed by Inter-
American judges and as perceived by some 
Indigenous community members in Quebec 
 
 

 
 
Member of the Quebec Bar since 2008, 
Dominique Bernier holds a PhD in Law from 
the University of Ottawa. Her doctoral studies 
focused on judicial practices of control and 
social intervention strategies for alcohol and 
drug users. She is a professor at the Department 
of Law at University of Quebec in Montreal and 
currently teaches criminal law. In addition to 
focusing her research on criminal law, legal 
guaranties and reparations and criminal 
proceedings, Dominique Bernier has worked 
with various community organizations 
supporting street youth, individuals with mental 
health challenges, and finally with organizations 
upholding human rights. She is a co-researcher 
for LOFEO project.  
 
 
 

 
 
Jeanne Ollivier-Gobeil is currently in Law 
school at the University of Quebec in Montreal 
(UQAM). As a graduate with a Bachelor in 
Anthropology from the University of Montreal, 
Jeanne has an interdisciplinary background. In 
2016, she also obtained her Master’s degree in 
International Law at UQAM. Her master’s thesis 
analyses the working and living conditions of 
agricultural migrant workers in Canada, and in 
particular the restrictions imposed on their 
mobility rights. Her thesis research included 
close to one hundred interviews with workers 
from Mexico and Guatemala. Jeanne has been a 
research assistant on the LOFEO project since 
September 2017.  
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